Millbrook Junior Badminton club exchange match with Kadca Badminton club.

On the 19th August we, the Millbrook team, travelled to Chester train station to meet the Kadca team. They came over on the ferry from Dublin to Holyhead, the journey took a merely 2 hours on the ferry.

  Each of the players from Kadca, were hosted by some of us. As we were all quite nervous whilst waiting at the station, Diane (Hannah’s mum) offered to have all he hosts and their guests round to her house in the evening so that all of Kadca and Millbrook could get to know each other. After meeting at Diane’s we and our guests went to our respective homes for the night and to get ready for our match the next day.

After a refreshing night’s sleep we all met at 1:00 at the Hub’s sports centre, we were all nervous so our Team Co-ordinator Greig psyched us up with an inspiring speech worthy of Churchill himself. With teams chosen we stepped up to play our chosen opponents with the first match being the two team captains themselves Lucas for Millbrook and Kevin for Kadca facing off while the other singles players fought to bring the score to 7-5 to Millbrook after another round of Doubles and mixed doubles and with he help of Diane’s cheering we drew level at 16-16 with two games left to play. Colin Millbrook’s team figurehead paced the sidelines nervously as the two last mixed doubles pairs valiantly battled to bring Millbrook an 18-16 win.

After the tournament we went next door to exchange gifts and present the trophy to the winners: We gave the Kadca team sports bottles which were kindly donated by Urenco and Badminton themed clocks while we were given Badminton souvenirs from Ireland. After digging into the buffet provided by Diane we participated in a quiz created by the two team co-ordinators Greig and Barbara and after it was won by one of the adult teams and another adult team came runner-up we started to get impatient to get off to the cinema together and after an enjoyable day we settled down for a night’s sleep back at our respective houses.

At Hooton station the next day we were ready to get off to Liverpool for the day! We first took the train to the wrong side of the Mersey River and then before we could realise what was happening we got on to a ferry for a cruise to the other side of the river. When we got to Liverpool we all looked around the recently built Museum and then split off on our separate ways into the city to do whatever we wanted in our mixed groups and then reconvene later in the day to go back home for a game of Tenpin bowling and a final nights sleep.

The next day we met up in Chester for a few hours to tour the city before we saw off the Kadca team with heavy hearts and sad farewells and got ready to count off the days before they could return the favour and visit Ireland.

From all the team and committee members many thanks to Shell and Urenco who’s contribution allowed this weekend to take place. 

As written by Mathew Barrett, Hanna McMurray, Annie Schumaker and Dan Penny. 

